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Product Preview – Advance Information
Update:  05/01/08
The NEW Steinberger ZT3 TransTrem™ Guitar
The ONLY guitar that can do what it does!
Since the introduction of the first Steinberger instruments in 1980, the Steinberger name has become synonymous with evolution, innovation, ergonomics and performance.  Continuing that tradition, Steinberger announces the new ZT3™ guitar with the revolutionary new version of the TransTrem™ transposing tremolo system.  As it was with the introduction of the first Steinberger’s equipped with the original TransTrem, the new ZT3 is the world’s ONLY guitar capable of transposing keys and bending chords in pitch.  
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Above:  The Steinberger ZT3 in Trans Black
At the heart of the ZT3 guitar is the latest version of the TransTrem transposing tremolo system.  Like the original TransTrem, this newest version (known as the TransTrem-3 or TT3) allows the guitarist to change keys “on the fly” by simply moving the tremolo arm.  However, that’s where most of the similarities stop.  With the new TT3, guitarists can now transpose to 5 different keys in half-step increments.  With the middle position being typically set to standard reference “E” tuning, the five “locked” transposed positions are:

· Down 2 = D

· Down 1 = Eb

· Middle = E

· Up 1 = F

· Up 2 = F#

When locked, the TT3 acts similar to a fixed bridge with advantages such as increased sustain and tuning stability.  For example, if you break a string the other strings will remain in pitch.

Conversely like a traditional tremolo, when the TT3 is in the unlocked position it allows the user to also perform extreme pitch bending both down and up.  But unlike all other tremolos, the TT3 bends each string in perfect relative pitch to each other.  Therefore, chords can be raised or lowered in perfect pitch using the tremolo arm allowing for pedal steel or slide guitar type effects. 
Other improvements to the new TransTrem include vertical oriented, 40:1 direct-pull tuners, increased pitch accuracy, simplified set-up and adjustment, and lightweight aluminum construction.  
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Above:  The Steinberger TransTrem-3 Transposing Tremolo System
“The TT3 represents a huge leap in performance over the original TransTrem.” States legendary inventor and instrument pioneer, Ned Steinberger.  “ Almost everything I learned since the invention of the original TransTrem I’ve tried to incorporate into this latest version.  I’m extremely excited about the results and I think a lot of players are going to really love it.”
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Above:  The Steinberger ZT3 in Trans Red
Nearly 3 years in development and testing, the TT3 system is available on the new Z-series ZT3 electric guitar also designed by Ned Steinberger himself.  Using elements from the award-winning and critically acclaimed Steinberger Synapse™ line, the ZT3 features a CybroSonic™ neck that combines a proprietary graphic structure with hard maple.  Add to that a phenolic fingerboard and you’ve got a neck with excellent rigidity, strength, clarity and definition yet with the warmth and beauty of real wood.  Other innovations include the Combo™ headpiece for use with both DoubleBall™ and single ball end strings, a fold down leg rest for playing comfort while seated, a recessed output jack that keeps the cord out of the way, and a handy tool holder conveniently located on the rim of the guitar.
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Above:  The Steinberger Fold Down Leg Rest
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Above:  The Steinberger Recessed Output Jack, Tool Holder and Thumbscrew Spring Adjustment for TT3
Electronically, the new ZT3 is one of the most versatile guitar ever produced by Steinberger.  Developed in cooperation with Gibson, the ZT3 combines two custom voiced, made in the USA humbucking pickups at the neck (90R) and bridge (91T) with two push pull potentiometers to provide both series and parallel wiring for both humbuckers independently.  The results are a guitar with tremendous versatility and noise free operation through all eight available tonal options.  When wired in series the humbucking pickups provide the classic growl and bite of a Gibson USA made humbucker.  Switch to parallel wiring and the pickups give a shimmering natural brilliance and clarity reminiscent of the best single coil guitars but without the noise. The results are a guitar capable of use in a wide variety of styles from rock to blues, country to jazz.
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DUPLICATE POSITIONS NOTATED BY HEAVY BOX (TOTAL OF 8 UNIQUE COMBINATIONS)

POS 1: TOGGLE UR VOLUME DOWN
TONE DOWN

Bridge Pickup

POS 2: TOGGLE MIDDLE, VOLUME DOWN
TONE DOWN

Bridge Pickup

POS 3: TOGGLE DOWN, VOLUME DOWN
TONE DOWN

Bridge Pickup

POS 4: TOGGLE UP VOLUME DOWN
TONE UP

Neck Pickup

Bridge Pickup

POS 5: TOGGLE MIDDLE, VOLUME DOWN
TONE UP

Neck Pickup

Bridge Pickup

POS 6: TOGGLE DOWN, VOLUME DOWN
TONE UP

Bridge Pickup

POS 7: TOGGLE UP VOLUME UP
TONE DOWN

Bridge Pickup

POS 7: TOGGLE MIDDLE, VOLUME UP
TONE DOWN

Bridge Pickup

POS 7: TOGGLE UP VOLUME UP
TONE UP

Bridge Pickup

POS 7: TOGGLE MIDDLE, VOLUME UP
TONE UP

Bridge Pickup

POS 7: TOGGLE DOWN, VOLUME UP
TONE DOWN

Bridge Pickup

POS 7: TOGGLE DOWN, VOLUME UP
TONE UP

Bridge Pickup





Above:  With dual push/pull controls, the ZT3 allows for 8 tonal possibilities.
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Above:  The Steinberger controls featuring push/pull master volume, push/pull master tone and 3-way pickup selector switch.
The ZT3’s body is designed to offer both strength and elegance.  A core section of Hard Maple runs down the center of the body providing a strong base for the TransTrem with excellent sustain while the body wings are made of soft maple.  A highly figured Flame Maple veneer is laminated to the top of the instrument and the entire top of the body is then multi-bound. 
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Above:  The Steinberger ZT3 in Trans Blue
The new Steinberger ZT3 electric guitar is expected to be at authorized U.S. Steinberger retailers around July 1, 2008 with an anticipated U.S. MSRP of $2,665 including a premium, padded gigbag. An optional hard case is also available for $165 U.S. MSRP.  Available colors are Translucent Black, Translucent Red and Translucent Blue.  The ZT3 will be available to customers outside the U.S.A. later in the year.  For more information and updates, visit www.Steinberger.com. 
